SENATE REJECTS ACA REPEAL
After a series of votes this week failed to pass the Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017 (BCRA), the Senate version of repeal and replace of the ACA, or the Obamacare Repeal Reconciliation Act of 2017 (ORRA), which was the repeal and delay approach, Senate Republicans attempted one last bill entitled the Health Care Freedom Act (HCFA) – the so-called “skinny” repeal bill. However, early this morning HCFA was also defeated when three Republican Senators joined Democrats in voting down this version of ACA repeal as well. For a complete explanation of what HCFA would have done, check out the blog post on Health Affairs.
 
So what happens now? Republican leadership in the Senate indicated that they plan to move on to other issues, but the possibility remains that they could take up ACA repeal again in the future.
 
In the event that the Senate returns to the BCRA debate, there are a few resources which came out recently which help explain the potential impact of the law. They are as follows:
· NHeLP: Top 10 Changes to Medicaid Under Senate's ACA Repeal Bill
· Kaiser Family Foundation: Medicaid Changes in Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA) Go Beyond ACA Repeal and Replace
· Kaiser Family Foundation: Premiums and Tax Credits under the Affordable Care Act vs. the Senate Better Care Reconciliation Act: Interactive Maps
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